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My Best Time With My Best Teacher
     My most favorite teacher was Richard Kim. He taught us English in a private school in Baguio in the Philippines. He was a Korean-born American who lived in the U.S. for more than 30 years, but he just moved into Baguio with his family. It was 15 years ago that I went overseas for the first time. At that time, I was a beginner. I could not speak any English. Attending a 3 months class, it was a great experience to improve my English skills. And as a beginner, it was very helpful for me to have a bilingual teacher as well. 
     I presumed Richard had an enabler teaching style, which helped us as spontaneous learners and gave us motivation with his stories. One day he told us how he went to America and how he achieved learning English. They were really good stories so much so it inspired us to study English harder. He became my mentor for a while when I visited his house and saw his wife and children. He was welcoming any one from the classmates to feel free around him. One time we found it very funny that his living room was chock full of English comic books. He even strongly recommended us to read them. We all agreed that interesting stories help us to be more focused and concentrated. This reminds of me Stephen Krashen's Affective Filter Hypothesis motivating us and stimulating our self confidence and low anxiety. 

     He was a very effective teacher with the integrated skills approach. He often challenged us giving homework to write 50 examples of sentences. It was with adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions each time including multiple vocabularies with favorite topics. I was interested in photography so it was not difficult to finish the homework. Then the next day, the teacher asked many questions about the topic so I could give the answers right away. Firstly, he was very much aware of inputting knowledge to us with favorite topics which were very effective. Secondly, he efficiently taught us practicing reading, writing, listening, and speaking. I think he applied to us Howard Gardner's theory of Multiple Intelligence in order to teach skills rapidly. 
     He often brought to us extra sheets for discussing something together. It was giving us the opportunity to get to know each other. And regularly we did conversational activities and used information gap in small groups. Richard was very busy moving back and forth between all of the groups for supplying intriguing ideas and activities. When I think about this learning style, he basically applied to us a modern teaching style inputting greatly in order to understand English as a beginner. And he used techniques of discussion and teaching or mentoring other in order to increase the retention rate higher. 
     Although we had a modern teaching style, the time was not ready for using computers, Internet, and Youtube videos. We literally worked with only desks, chairs, and the lesson books. But the teacher, who had authenticity sharing his enthusiasm, made the class totally different.
     It was my first time having a inspiring teacher in terms of learning English, despite having no recent technology in the old classroom, it still worked to be a spontaneous learner applying Stephen Krashen's Affective Filter Hypothesis. And seven years later I truly experienced a second jump studying M.A. Photography in the university for 2 years in London. It was my passionate subject, which made me learn photography and automatically my English improved very much. It reminds of me Howard Gardner's theory of Multiple Intelligence.
