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In A Choi


My High School Teachers
“Carpe Diem. Seize the day, Make your lives extraordinary.”
 
When I was fifteen, my parents decided to move to Saipan, an island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, so my sister and I get more chances to learn English. Therefore, I attended Saipan International School where there were students and teachers from all around the world. While in Saipan, I met several teachers from different countries as well. In this essay, I would like to introduce the most memorable teachers and compare their teaching styles. 

I met Mr. Tessen when I was a freshman in high school. He was from Wisconsin, and he loved drinking coke. He was a high school counselor, but he also taught History and Consensual Law. I remember Mr. Tessen as the best teacher in my life. Even with his hearing difficulties, he was an active explainer, involver, and enabler who stimulates both participation and interests from his students. There were 10 students in his class; most of them were from the Asian countries including me. So he invested his class time to explain the meaning of the words and historical events. He came up with easy examples to help us understand. He also gave us the time to discuss the contents of the learning materials and other entertaining issues to get us involved. During my junior year, he successfully taught Human Sexuality, even though it was not his major area. He thought Consensual Law was too hard for non-negative speakers. Hence, he collected our opinions and suggested an alternative to our principal.
Moreover, Mr. Tessen has an outgoing personality. During our break time, he often drove us to a supermarket and joined us during the P.E. class. So we played Frisbee, basketball, and even volleyball together. It was not only in class he tried to help us to understand the subject. He was the person who brought night duty home for his students. He was all day available if it was for his students.
 “Carpe Diem. Seize the day. Make your lives extraordinary.” This quote is from the movie, Dead Poets Society, which I got a strong impression on. Keating, a main character in the film, wanted his students to call him the Captain. He thought it is important for teachers to get close with their students. Keating and Mr. Tessen have a lot in common. Mr. Tessen never forced us study, but no one failed his class. The students tried hard to live up to Mr. Tessen’s expectation; we did not want to disappoint him. He believed that each student has the potential and encouraged us to realize it. This is the reason I like Keating and Mr. Tessen.
 
On the other hand, there was a teacher named Mr. Lee in our school. Mr. Lee was actually a Korean, who taught me Mathematics and Philosophy. I took his philosophy class when I was a freshman; I didn’t understand English very well during that time. I still feel uncomfortable when I think of him. He was more like an explainer, and he was biased to new students from the states. Looking back on his class, he spent more time on lecturing and reading textbooks in class. He explained what textbooks say, and he gave us a lot of assignments too. Every chapter of the textbook, he assigned us to write a summary and prepare a presentation of it. He had a difficult sense of humor too. So I got more distracted instead in his class. That is why I do not like philosophy even now.
When I returned from Saipan, I was busy teaching pre-K class. I didn’t have much time to flashback my high school years. However, while writing this essay, I could reminisce about those days and contemplate on the meaning of a good teacher. I believe even a trivial action of teachers could change their students’ inclination. Because of Mr. Tessen, not only I came to be familiar with the subject that I felt the most difficult, but also I came to fall in love with drinking coke. I dreamed of becoming a teacher like Mr. Tessen. Even though it is a bit late, taking a TESOL course is a one-step-forward action to become an influential teacher. I know that it is going to be hard to combine all three types of a teacher. Nevertheless, considering Mr. Tessen’s influence on my life, I am confident that I could become a teacher who gives motivation and support to every student in class.
