
Ban Ki-moon
Ban Ki-moon became the eighth UN General Secretary in 2006. Before then, he was a diplomat in South Korea, where he served as Foreign Minister. His diplomatic service started after graduating from college. His first post was at his nation’s embassy in India. He quickly earned a reputation for his clever diplomatic skills.

Ban was born in a small farming village and grew up in the town of Chungju. His destiny was to become a diplomat. He was a star pupil at school and was chosen to send a message to the United Nations. In 1962, he won an essay competition. His prize was a trip to America, where he met President John F. Kennedy. He told him his ambition was to be a diplomat.

Ban studied International Relations and got a Master’s degree from Harvard University. He speaks English, French, German and Japanese. He has a very disciplined work ethic and splits his schedule into five-minute blocks. The Korean press calls him the ‘slippery eel’ because of his ability to evade tricky questions.

In his time as UN boss, he has dealt with many difficult issues. He has very strong views on global warming and has tried repeatedly to persuade President Bush to cut the USA’s carbon emissions. He has taken an active role in Iran’s and North Korea’s nuclear intentions. Ban has also tried to negotiate a deal to solve the Darfur crisis. He seems well equipped to deal with future global problems.
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   Find the information
What do you know about Ban Ki-moon? 

Choose the best answers and then listening the article to check.
1. Where was Ban Ki-moon born?

  a. Chungju          b. Chungpyung    c. Choongju

2. When did he become the UN secretary?

  a. 2008               b. 2006               c. 2010

3. Where did he get a master's degree?

  a. Yale Univ.         b. Harvard Univ.  c. Princeton Univ.
4. Who did he meet in America?

  a. John F.Kennedy b. George Bush   c. Bill Clinton

5. Which language can he speak?

  a. Chinese            b. French            c. Spanish
Answers: 1-a 2-b 3-b 4-a 5-b
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     LISTENING GAP FILL
Ban Ki-moon 1__________________ UN General Secretary in 2006. Before then, he was a diplomat in South Korea, 2__________________ as Foreign Minister. His diplomatic service started after graduating from college. His first 3__________________ nation’s embassy in India. He quickly earned a 4.__________________ clever diplomatic skills.

Ban was born in a small farming village and grew up in the town of Chungju. 5__________________ become a diplomat. He was a star pupil at school 6__________________ send a message to the United Nations. In 1962, 7__________________ competition. His prize was a trip to America, where he met President John F. Kennedy. 8__________________ ambition was to be a diplomat.

Ban studied International Relations 9__________________ degree from Harvard University. He speaks English, French, German and Japanese. He has a very disciplined work 10__________________ schedule into five-minute blocks. The Korean press calls him the ‘slippery eel’ because of his ability to 11__________________.

In his time as UN boss, he 12__________________ difficult issues. He has very strong views on global warming and has tried repeatedly to persuade President Bush to cut the USA’s 13__________________. He has taken 14__________________ Iran’s and North Korea’s nuclear intentions. Ban has also tried to negotiate a deal to solve the Darfur crisis. He seems 15______________________  with future global problems.
Answers : 1.became the eighth 2. where he served 3.post was at 4.reputation for his 5.His destiny was to 6. and was chosen 7. he won an essay 8.He told him his 9.and got a Master’s 10. ethic and splits his 11. to evade tricky questions 12. has dealt with many 13. carbon emissions 14. an active role in 15. equipped to deal 
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    PHRASE MATCH: Match the following phrases from the article.
	1.
	Ban Ki-moon became the eighth 
	a.
	graduating from college

	2
	His diplomatic service started after 
	b.
	with future global problems

	3.
	He quickly earned a reputation for his 
	c.
	work ethic

	4.
	His destiny 
	d.
	clever diplomatic skills

	5.
	His prize was a 
	e.
	questions

	6.
	He has a very disciplined 
	f.
	UN General Secretary

	7.
	his ability to evade tricky 
	g.
	the Darfur crisis

	8.
	he has dealt with 
	h.
	was to become a diplomat

	9.
	negotiate a deal to solve 
	i.
	many difficult issues

	10.
	He seems well equipped to deal 
	j.
	trip to America


Answers: 1-f 2-a 3-d 4-h 5-j 6-c 7-e 8-i 9-g 10-b
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    Checking understanding

  Write your answer to these questions by referring to the article.

  Explain your answer to your partner.

   1. As a UN boss, which one do you think he did best?

   2. Why do Korean press call him the 'slippery eel'?

   3. Why do you think Ban is equipped to deal with future global problems?
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   Talking point

    Discuss any of the questions below in pairs or groups.

   1. What do you know about Ban Ki-moon?

   2. Would you like to meet Ban Ki-moon?

   3. What questions would you like to ask Ban Ki-moon?
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