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My Dream as a Teacher of English Learners

It was a bleak day in November that I walked into the Times Media Kangnam TESOL program center to take an admission test for California State University at Long Beach Certificate program. The test was a checkpoint to assess myself as to whether or not I have sufficient English skills to be qualified as the language teacher. 

If the result indicates that I was qualified enough to be one, I thought, well then, after I get a proper training and certificate at the center, I would be groomed to be a skillful language teacher within a few years. If not, well, I could just quit attempting to be an English teacher, as I have always told myself that as a non-native speaker, I am not qualified enough to be an English teacher anyway. Simple as it is.  

In a few weeks later participating in the TESOL program, however, proven my idea of becoming an English teacher was ill-informed and self-serving. Through the TESOL program, I learned that being an English teacher was meant to be a teacher with competency in English, not just anyone armed with vast English knowledge. 


More importantly, I also learned that success as an English teacher depends on the circumstance of students, not teachers’ circumstance: the progress of student’s learning makes a teacher capable. In just two weeks time into the program, I realized that I had not been ready to be an English teacher – not because I did not have sufficient knowledge in English, but because I did not have the right attitude toward teaching.  


For that reason, thus, it may have been a premature attempt to visualize myself as teacher and imagine what influence I will have on students ten years from now; however, at the same time, it might also offer the rare, interesting glimpse of a newly born teacher who just opened his eyes up.
In 2027: Impact I’ve had on Students

When I started teaching English in 2017, I set out two rules for me to abide by, which I believed would be essential elements to be a teacher who can earn trust and respect – signs of acceptance – from students,

My first rule as a teacher is to be honest and fair with students. Over the years, I’ve tried my best to adhere to the rule; as a result, I believe I have been able to have gained trust from my students, forging enduring friendships with my students. 

As for my students, if they know that their voices were heard and respected over the years of learning, it will help them to not only build trustful relationship with others but also improve self-esteem greatly. Enhancing self-reliance, I believe, is the key to the well-being and positive growth of oneself in any area including language learning. 

For this reason, I’ve tried to provide students with my honest assessments in every step of the way, as well as a recommendation of action, based upon the assessment of their aptitude, desire and capacity of English language, and my capability as English language teacher as well.
Thus, my first discussion with my students would start by asking them on whether they wish to learn English, instead of guiding what they should want. Based upon lengthy discussions with learners, as well as tests, when it became clear that they did not have passion for learning English at all, I’ve recommended that they choose something else, as there are many alternatives for students to get intellectually satisfied. 


Also, I’ve had frank conversations with students about practical limitations in individualized circumstances, so that each student could have a realistic, individualized expectation in terms of acquiring certain level of competency. For adult learners, for example, I’ve made it clear that generally it is the more difficult and time-consuming for them to acquire similar level of English skills compared to a secondary school student.  


The second rule is to be a competent and resourceful English teacher through continuous research and education. In order to find interesting and effective ways for students to learn English communication skills, I’ve studied and learned theories and methods, including those the CSUL TESOL program offers, as well as other materials and programs. Drawing on the know-how, I’ve assisted students in engaging with English in any shape or form; tried activities that students could feel comfortable with, so that English communication would be fun and enjoyable exercises.   

Also, I’ve tried to find other applicable fields that could both further the breadth and depth of their communication skills in English. In doing so, I’ve broadened knowledge and experiences not only in teaching English, but also in other related educational areas including business and social sciences. Such endeavors in both teaching English communication and other educational sectors have helped both me and my students in enriching our language skills and finding more relevant, suitable course of actions for students.   

What Impact Language Learners Will Have On Me


Through interactions with learners, I’ve realized that I was much to learn and improve. Thus, I have tried to improve the overall quality of language teaching by educating myself continuously; I have enrolled in different, yet related fields so that I could provide students with more practically relevant and valuable lessons. By attempting different things, I believe I have been able to find and focus on the areas that could provide greater value to students.
Also, spending a decade with students coming from various walks of lives has provided me with the unmatched opportunities I could not have had I worked at different fields. Students facing challenges in their studies and daily lives have opened up their hearts and minds and shared their stories, which have advised me not to pursue unfounded assumptions and hasty conclusions, but more balanced perspectives and mature attitudes.


Further, through interacting with the students, I believe I have become more agile and attentive teacher. With many students having different competency levels with difficulties, I have spent days and nights devising my lessons and teaching aids more closely attuned to the diverse levels of students in order to ease the challenges they are having. 

Lastly, I thank students who have made my class a lively learning environment through active participation, as well as those who criticized my teaching styles as boring and incompetent, as my life as teacher has been more fulfilled and richer.
Wonderful essay James. Very interesting approach and style. Thank you. You truly are developing the insight into the attitude and mind of an effective teacher. You will be inspirational and a great role model for your students. Frank
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