Social Worker
Unit 08

	The job of a social worker is to assist people in need of help.
 Social workers are able to help a variety of people.




 Not many students list social worker on their list of possible careers, but if you like helping 
[image: ] people it could be the perfect choice. I talked to Song-min Kim to find out more about social work.



  Q1: Please tell us about the job that you do, 	
  and the responsibilities that you have.

  A: I work as a social worker. At the moment I help and 
support a group of blind people at a welfare center for 
the visually impaired. I help them participate in a variety 
of leisure activities such as mountain climbing, water-skiing, 
and hiking. And I’m also in charge of lessons for the trumpet, 
folk guitar, and drums.


  Q2: How did you get this job?

A: When I was a high school student, I was a member of a volunteer group. It opened my eyes to people who 
are less fortunate, and it made me want to help them. At university, I chose social welfare as my major, 
and I decided that I really wanted to work with blind people. After graduation from university, I started working 
here at the Seoul Eye Institute. That was 4 years ago.

Q3: What are the good points of your job?
[image: ]
A: I think it is our duty to take an interest in the underprivileged people around us, but it is also the best part of the job because helping them is very satisfying. I try to give the blind people I work with 
lots of hope and courage, and I feel like I have been
successful I helping them approach challenges with a positive attitude. 

Social workers can be employed 

Fact File


by the government or by private organizations. They typically work at hospitals, schools, and welfare agencies. 
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   	Q4: What are the challenging parts of your job?

   	A: In social work, it is very hard to accomplish a 
  	goal in a short period of time. You really need to 
   	stay interested and make a constant effort if 
   	you want to bring about change.








[image: ]
  Q5: What sort of person makes a good social worker?

  A: As the saying goes, “It is better to give
  than to receive.” I think a good social 
  worker must believe that this saying is true.
  Also, a social worker needs good self-esteem, 
  because in this job it’s sometimes hard to see 
  the results of your work. Of course, social workers 
  need a warm-heart and they must want to make
  other people happy too. 



Fact File


In most countries, a person is classified as legally blind can see less than 10% of what a normal person can see.






  Q6: Finally, do you have any advice for someone who is considering a career in social work? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A: Please remember that there are no short-cuts in this job. You need to start from the beginning and do your 
best and focus on others before yourself. For anyone that is thinking of becoming a social worker, I wish them 
all the best. It is a great career. 
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