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First of all, I cannot believe it’s almost the end of the TESOL class that started on last December 7, 2016. Eight weeks have already passed and only 3 more classes are left. When I enrolled in this TESOL class, I vaguely knew what TESOL was and what I needed to prepare as an English teacher. However, through the classes I had participated, I could learn so many critical points about how I should equip myself before becoming an English teacher. 
The first thing I realized is that I must have confidence in myself first before I teach my students. I am introverted type of person and I become very nervous whenever I have to stand and talk in front of many people. However, through the countless group activities, I could reexamine myself several times and gain more confidence. I can still remember how nervous I was when I had to present in front of the class for the first time in this TESOL course. As I remember it was about the types of instructor; explainer, involver and enabler. During group discussion I was okay and expressed my ideas without much difficulty. But, it was different when I tried to do it in front of the class. I was shaking because so many people were looking at me and I had doubts whether I can finish it well or not. As soon as I went to the front, my mind went blank as usual but I could finish my part anyway. Although my presentation was not perfect, I started the presentation and finished it without serious problem. Same nervousness came to me whenever we had a group presentation, but I got used to it as time went by. I learned that anyone can make a mistake in front of the people and it brought me the assurance that I don’t have to be perfect all the time. Although, there might be more competent teachers than me, I can still be me when I believe in myself. 
The second thing I’ve learned from this class is that I should enjoy the class myself first as a teacher. This realization came to me, when I prepared the speaking and reading micro teaching. When I prepared the lesson plan, I enjoyed the process in the beginning. But when I tried to facilitate the class during micro teaching, strangely, some kind doubts repeatedly popped up in my mind. As I’d read the lesson plan and work sheets several times before doing the micro teaching, the activities seemed quite boring to me. This actually bothered me very much when I did the first micro teaching for speaking lesson. Although I had poured so much effort in preparing the lesson plan, I couldn’t enjoy the class by myself. That is why I was not quite satisfied when my micro teaching was finished. But I could improve on this, when I did the second micro teaching for reading lesson. Of course, I was relieved more because it was co-teaching but I also tried my best to enjoy my class first. I continuously thought how fun and interesting my lesson is and tried to communicate with students earnestly. It helped me a lot to focus on the activities I was running and I was more satisfied when the second micro teaching was done.
The last thing I gained from this class is the importance of preparing the lesson before going to the class. As I’ve learned so many things from all the topics such as language & learning, methodology, classroom management and microteaching, I realized how much effort I should put in to prepare a lesson. As a teacher, I shouldn’t stop learning and improving myself continuously to be a better teacher. There are so many materials that I can buy as a teacher, but before using them, I should think about the best way to use it so that the students can easily learn and use English in my class. 

Through all the above learning, I thought about my life as a TESOL certified English communication facilitator again. Before enrolling in this TESOL course, I had really vague image about me as an English communication facilitator. However, now, I know what kind of teacher I want to be and how I want to care about my students. After getting the TESOL certificate, I won’t think it as the last goal I need to achieve as a teacher. With this basic knowledge and qualification, I will improve myself continuously so that I can be a good role model for my students. It is closely related to the aspect that how much I can trust myself as a teacher. If I just stay in current level and do not move a step forward, I have no choice but to be fall behind. I will look for more opportunities and trainings to enhance my teaching skills and abilities. 
Also, as I’ve learned from this TESOL class, I will try to minimize the stress when my students learn English with me. Although my English is not perfect compared to native teachers, I know how it feels to learn English as Korean. So, I will be a more flexible and approachable teacher to my students whenever they need my help in the class. I really want my students to know that English is something they can enjoy not something that they should be stressed to use. In order to achieve this, I need to study a lot about the effective and interesting ways to teach English before going to the class. Only then, my students would be able to learn how to use English while enjoying the activities I prepared for them.
Lastly, I really want to be a true caregiver for my students in the area of English. The students might be a bit slow than my expectation, I want to give enough time for them to use English and let them know that I am always here to help them. There might be hard times when I deal with the students and the parents of the students, but I want to keep in mind that how much I wanted to help Koreans to learn English. Teaching is completely different from a presentation, so I really need to show my students how much I care for them and how valuable each of them is. I want to encourage all my students so that even just one of them can enhance their English communication skills through my class.
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