KNT145 James Chun

My Life as a TESOL Certified English Communication Facilitator 
A Change in Perspective

The real value of participating in the CSULB KNT 145 program has been that the program fundamentally changed my definition of what the English communication teacher is for and what it takes to be a good teacher.


At the early stage of the program, I gained the new perspective on what it means to be a teacher (in English communication) – the focus of teaching should be about students and their learning, rather than the teacher. Prior to that reckoning, I used to equate a good teacher with a highly qualified instructor for English communication and thus gaining vast knowledge of and excelling in English was the primary goal; with the major shift in my perspective, however, my goals and plans as the teacher in English communications have significantly altered to become a facilitator-in-chief in student-centered learning. 


The most noticeable aspect of such change took place in my mental image of classroom scenes: before I enrolled KNT 145 program, I used to imagine myself getting busy with offering my lecturing services to students who in turn participating in the English communication lesson rather passively in the class; however, the primary images I now visualize are students interacting with the teacher as the co-equal partner of the classroom environment and actively communicating with other students through various class/group communication formats.  
Paying attention to Students

Also, through participating in the seven weeks of the programs, came with the new realization that I would need to put significantly more efforts than I had expected in observing and checking to see how students are doing – more importantly, whether and to what extent they are actually enjoying the learning environment that is conducive to progress in their learning. Throughout the programs, paying attention more closely to how students are doing in the lessons allowed me to notice and discern whether students were really enjoying my lessons and thus progressing in their English communication learning. 

For example, in my first Micro-Teaching, I witnessed many students instantly were tuned off, when they found the subjects and topics difficult and not-so-much interesting to them, wasting their valuable time and opportunities to learn. In retrospect, had I sought advices on the lesson topic from my peers (students in the class in the future), the resulting classroom participation and experiences of the students would have been quite different – much more active and enjoyable.

I’ve also learned that teachers should pay more attention even to the environments that are not-so-directly-related to the lesson, but could influence student’s ability to learn and thus progress in their learning. For example, I noticed that many times the way that physical conditions such as temperature and air waves in the classroom had sometimes adversely impacted student’s abilities to pay attentions to and participation in the classroom activities; likewise, I’ve observed that non-educational issues outside the classroom environment have had impacted on student’s learning process and progress inside the classroom.  


In this sense, I will, in the future, allocate more times and spaces in seeking feedbacks from the students on the overall experiences of the class and ways to improve the lessons in terms of contents-selection, pace of the lessons and the overall performance of the teacher. Further, I will set aside consulting time with students, which would provide me with more insight into the state of student’s progress so that I could adjust the English communication lesson accordingly.

Developing Skills & Capabilities

Throughout the program, I’ve also learned that the keys to the enjoyable class experiences are not only my attentive observations, but also my abilities to develop rich pool of teaching skills and techniques for English communication that could facilitate and improve enjoyable lessons for students. Here are a few ways I will consider in my future teaching:

First of all, I will seek to develop effective classroom management skills. By participating in the program, I learned that a teacher would have to monitor students and their learning environment throughout the lesson, regardless of my particular teaching methods. For example, even if my teaching style is student-centered learning – where students actively manage their learning and take more responsibilities – I realized that I just could not afford to relinquish overall management of the class as the teacher. At the same time, as different teaching approach may demand different methods, I will try to devise the classroom management style if and when my teaching methods change.    

Second, I will put more efforts in designing and developing more innovative and enjoyable lessons. As my Micro-Teaching experience clearly indicated, students should be able to enjoy the class first if the lesson is to encourage students’ learning. Designing fun and enjoyable lessons does not come easily – as I learned it in a hard way: it requires more deliberate, careful designing efforts on teacher’s part. After completing this program, I will seek various ways to improve my teaching through diverse resources, ranging from benchmarking other teacher’s micro-teachings to enrolling other teaching programs.

Third, by participating in the program, I learned the phrases ‘practice makes it perfect’ by heart.  As the most important visual aid to the students in English communication lesson, I realized that how important it was for teachers to be prepared before their lessons; that the quality of teaching would proportionately depend upon and reflect their preparation efforts. Through my observations of micro-teachings, I’ve learned that well-prepared teachers exude confidence and their lessons flow naturally. In this sense, I will not spare times in preparing and practicing teaching English communication lesson as someone who needs to show, not just tell students how to communicate in English. 


Last but not least, I also I witnessed how great chemistry – warm and caring relationship – between teacher and students, as well as among students in the classroom environment could facilitate active and positive learning experiences. Moreover, by participating in the program, I’ve seen and felt more convinced than ever that how unique talents and experiences of people (the teachers) combined with their different perspectives and demeanors have enriched the classroom environment, thus benefiting students’ learning eventually. Going forward, I will put more efforts in creating and maintaining more richly diverse, yet warm-filled classroom environment.
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