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David Inge, Host: Good morning. Welcome to the second
hour of Focus 580. This is our morning talk program; my

name’s David Inge . . . . In this hour of Focus 580 we'll be

lking with Jill Bolte Taylor; she is a neus tomist. She’
siliated with the Indiana University School of Medicine in
Indianapolis. And back in 1996, she was teaching and doing
esearch at the Harvard Medical School when she had a stroke,
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lowing situations and discuss them.

G Work with a partner. Read the fol
for the class.

Then choose one and role-play it

i ther acros

1. Two friends see each O
HHVE y ou ever a large, crowded, Noisy rest.aurant.
exllﬂflﬂnced one of They try to communicate dlffere;\:son

these difficulties in issues, such as the time (one P
is late), where to sit, and whether

communicating? sl e

2. A tourist who doesn’t speak the language
is lost in a big city. He or she tries to get
directions from a local resident to get to a
specific location (such as a hospital, a train
station, a restaurant, or a museum).
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LISTENING

G 1 | My Stroke of Insight: A Brain Scientist’s
Personal Journey

VOCABULARY

Here are some words from Listening 1. Read the paragraphs. Then write
each bold word next to the correct definition.

The brain is one of the most fascinating organs in the human body, partly
because it is such a mystery. It is studied by doctors called neurologists and
neuroanatomists, who hope to gain an insight into the way the brain works.
The structure of the brain is important: it is divided into two equal sections
called hemispheres. One part, the cerebral cortex, coordinates what we think
and feel with what we see and our percéptions of the outside world. Each part
of the brain has a specific function, and if injured, it may become unable to

perform }hjs role.
& eV
[ md{ﬂ‘f( (n.) awareness; h'ow*thingrarenoticed—by\rthe-senses*—

S\l. //947 C 44/&’\/( S (n.) an understanding of what something is like |5 6‘Wt
34 7%{( lpal ! //I&L (adj.) extremely interesting
7%6‘/ ) (n.) the purpose of someone or someth:'mg‘?,

J% Gy (n) the way in which the parts of something are
arranged or organized

4.

5%

A stroke occurs when blood flow to part of the brain is cut off due to

a hemorrhage (heavy bleeding); this can result in an inability to speak
or move. Stroke victims sometimes lose consciousness and later have &%

memory of what has happened. They may not be aware of external evenf% or
things around them. The line between what is real and unreal may become

unclear, and the inability to understand this boundary may cause confusion.
However, some patients experience the opposite feeling of tranquil euphoria
a sense of calm when they are disconnected from the real world. For all strof
victims, recovery depends on the seriousness of the stroke, but w

physical and speech therapy, patients can regain their ability to wa'ka
communicate. Although the overall survival rate for stroke victims is

on the whole, 40 percent have some resulting disability.

[0y (v.) get back something you no longer have, especi
E an ability or quality

1alo

-
7 Lo xS { (n.) the state of being aware of something
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B. l.Jse your notes to write the main ideas that Taylor explains to her
listeners. Compare your sentences with a partner.

1. The right hemisphere and the big picture

5. The left hemisphere and language

L ——
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f WHAT Do You THINK?

Discuss the questions in a group.

1. Do you think you focus more on “the big picture” and general ideas or
details? Would you say that you are more “right-brained” or “left-brained;

according to the ideas in the Listening?

Which effect of a stroke would upset you more, the loss of the ability to
or the loss of your past memories? Why?




