Essay 2

A second language environment that I have experience


I think language learning like so many other things, needs a lot of efforts especially for an adult. Ever since I visited the Israel in my twenties, I have always been interested in the English language learning because I came to realize how practical English language was whenever communicating with various people around the world. It totally changed my English learning habit from simply memorizing meaningless words to acquiring more communicational skill. My English learning is still in progress, but I must say it has been a great success so far. There are several reasons why I say this.


First of all, whenever I learn something, I prefer sounds and voices rather than seeing and watching. Therefore, I could say I am one of the auditory learner. Even though I was not that young to learn any language in my late twenties, I really enjoyed listening to various English lectures and English learning audio clips on my MP3 player whenever I went. I kept listening to English conversations which were unfamiliar at first and slowly picked up quite a lot of words and phrases later. As a result, I could mostly understand English conversations on English radio or TV. 


Secondly, as the Howard Gardner said in his theory, I believe I have verbal-linguistic intelligence. One of the characteristics of this intelligence is deeply connected with words and stories. I used to read many books but as things got busier with my life, I could not catch up with my reading habit, so I tried to listen to many audio books instead. Whether it was physical book or audio book, it helped me a lot to communicate with English speaking people providing me with rich vocabulary.


Next, speaking of classroom setting I have studied and been taught in the traditional classroom setting where teacher did the most talking while I was only passively accepting whatever was taught by him or her. But as I got older and exposed to other alternative learning environment, I realized I could learn faster when I actively participated in learning rather than mindlessly following teacher's instructions. When I studied in the Philippines, my English literature teacher always encouraged me to research and study on my own instead of giving away answers. She was enabler unlike those who were explainer or involver in Korea. This really helped me a lot to find answers by myself and boosted my English ability.


At this point, it is quite noticeable that my language learning experience has been quite different from most of adult learners. I must say I could fit into the Acquisition-Learning hypothesis, which is one of the Stephen Krashen’s theory of five hypotheses for an adult language learner because I tried to learn language through communications and put more emphasis on meaningful contexts rather than simply memorizing words and phrases.


Lastly, I believe effective teaching comes from really listening to the students and emphasizing with their emotions and problems. Simply put it, it is from teacher's authenticity making a rapport between the teacher and students. I also experienced this when I was in grade 4th and she is still one of my best teachers.


All in all, even though I had been taught in traditional classroom setting in my teenage years, I have experienced more effective teaching environment later and as a result I became more confident and self-taught learner. Everyone has different learning style but I think what is important is to maximize student centered learning as much as possible rather than relying on the teachers.
