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My second language is English. I think my experience of second language acquisition and learning are successful. Because now I enjoy learning English and I want to do well. But when I was a high-school student my English score was very low and I didn’t like to study. The teachers were almost explainers. They relied mainly on “explaining” or “lecturing” as a way of conveying information to the students. And they were teaching of a traditional way. That is the teachers spending quite a lot of class time using the board to explain things. The students were listened and concentrate and, take notes with a view to taking in the information. I didn’t study English hard, because I was not interested. Might be my affective filter was working. According to Krashen's hypothesis, the affective filter can be prompted by many different variables including anxiety, self-confidence, motivation, and stress. Perhaps then my language proficiency was still a beginner of a false beginner. Because I couldn’t make sentences of over 5 words and couldn't speak fast. I recognized write letters and read and understand common sight words. English class was hard for me. However, I like to listen to pop-music. I didn’t understand lyrics, but I like the melody and rhythm. Sometimes, I searched for lyrics of favorite pop-songs and translations by Korean and no more study. But I wanted to be good at English.
When I was 24, I went to Australia by working holiday visa. I was still can’t speak English well. When I just arrived in Australia, I had no choice to listen and repeat the order of the next person’s in Macdonalds. I think I was closed visual learner. Because when I lived in there, I learned English by watching and listening and repeating to memory for some real situations. Then my goal might be to learn "Survival English". I didn’t understand whole conversations, but I begin to comprehend segments gradually. Also, I was able to say longer sentence than before and I could make sentences by text message for communication with other people. My English skills could be getting better because I always was exposed to the environment of English. One day, I didn't afraid speaking with others by English anymore. And I was able to meet various national friends. I realized that I can enjoy studying English in my decision. So, that’s why I think my L2 acquisition is successful.
I went to language school for 3months to learning English in Australia. My teacher was Martin. He was friendly in rapport with students. He always looked at the students when he taught. And he tried finding something to praise every student for. The atmosphere of the class was enjoyable and always fun and relaxed. In my opinion, he is the involver teacher. Because he was asking lots of questions to students, and prepare many activities. He played guitar very well. Sometimes he taught lyrics of pop-song and singing together with playing guitar. I liked it. There was like the modern classroom that students did lots of activities, group work and using devices to leaning language. I was a very shy student to speak. He encouraged me with friendly advice. Also, he helped me writing my diary in English after class. Sometimes he gave a barbecue party with our classmates. I had another teacher who is Chris of the next classroom. He was my friend's teacher. He was a very friendly teacher. Sometimes I was permitted enjoying in his class. He always tried to say clearly and slowly to students. He often invited students to his home. And we enjoyed a good time. Also, he taught the way of very usefully life in Australia. For example, counting money, history of Australia, using a bank, and many others. We enjoyed role-playing that cashier and customer and banker. The intelligence of students was able to improve 'Interpersonal', 'Mathematical' and ‘Bodily-Kinesthetic’ by the role-playing. That is why I think my L2 learning is successful.
I stayed in Australia about 1year. Since I back to Korea, I don’t have an opportunity of say by English until these days. But now, I have a goal that is teaching computer cording by English to children. For my goal, I try to study English and cording. My goal is internally motivated and self-directed. I can bring life experiences and knowledge to learning experiences. I’m still not good L2 skill very well. But I’m challenging now. Thank you for reading.
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