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My experience of L2 Acquisition – a Success or Failure?

It is very certain that I had learned or studied English as my second language back on my school days before I entered the college. However, there is no doubt that I experienced second-language acquisition at the period of time when I lived in English speaking countries. In this essay, I will recall my memories of that period and discuss about how L2 acquisition has succeeded with different experiences and methods in each circumstances and countries based on references to Module 1: Language and Learning we learned. 
First country I went to study English and decided to live by my-self apart from my family was in the Philippines. I was 20 years old freshman in college, decided to go abroad to study English in that country especially because my younger brother was a high-school students in Manila. We lived separate but the fact that we lived in the same city already made me feel safer. It was also first time I had a foreigner friend, his name is Michael, who eventually became my best friend in my lifetime. He was a priest at the best Catholic University of Philippines. We hanged out all the time by introducing each other’s friends, helping me to explore local cultures, inviting me to his family gathering and his college graduations. These experiences ended up increasing my self-confidence in English speaking by disappearing of anxiety to make a mistake and being able to take a risk. With developing high self-esteem, I even had a good performance at my ESL academy course resulting to high motivation. It could be supported by Affective filter Hypothesis of Stephen Krashen’s theory of second language Acquisition. I build up positive emotional factors when it comes to acquiring second language as a first step which I think the most important and difficult thing to L2 acquisition process as for especially traditional Korean students. 

In Canada, where I flied to directly from Philippines as my 2nd ESL courses, I experienced totally modern teaching classroom dynamic as first time of my life. The classroom included international students from China, Japan, Taiwan, Mexico, Brazil, and Korea. I remember it consisted of horse shoes desk arrangement, used visual techniques and resources, group working to communicate easily with each other. The Canadian teacher was more likely a data-gatherer rather than a rule-former, which means his teaching type was a Involver than just a explainer. He sometime took students out of classroom to local attractions or restaurants which leaded to strong rapport with students. Those efforts made me remain him as a best ESL teacher in my heart. I was also able to get along with Canadian friends without any resistance with high self-confidence that I build up from Philippines. Coincidently, the host woman of my home-staying in Canada was a philippino nurse, so we could have kept closer relationship sharing about Philippines and my experiences in there. She also took care of me as like my second mother.

When I was a junior in college in Korea, I volunteered to study as an exchange student for 2 semesters at University of Michigan-Flint in USA. What made me most surprise was that the teaching style was not very different from it of Korean college, it was a traditional classroom. It was not a dynamic classroom such as ESL schools since the classroom includes mostly American students and their purpose were focused on academic achievement. However, I had to compete with local students to achieve high GPA scores with same level, so I fully used and improved 4 language skills to keep up with others. At this point, I was very internally motivated and goal-oriented to perform my academic achievements as per 6 characteristics of an Adult of Malcome Knowles. Furthermore, I could keep L2 acquisitions with comprehensive inputs by using what I have experienced in the Philippines and Canada, and studied for my major with once step above level. 

Last, but more important, the biggest evidence I could support my second language acquisition is Multi intelligence skills that I used entirely and commonly during the period of me staying abroad; Interpersonal and body/kinesthetic skills. My personality is very social and relationship oriented, I naturally optimized my best intelligence whenever I get on with local friends. It is supported by the acquisition/learning hypothesis that language is best learned through natural communication. In addition, I am a person who learns at my best once I literally act or experience first than just preparing or thinking about it, so what I did was trying to experience by actually doing something as much as I could. Therefore as final conclusion, my L2 acquisition is an overall Success.
