                    French learning experience 
written by Bruce
I worked for OECD(Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) for three years as a project manger. The organization is in Paris, France. I spoke English in the office, but I had to speak French in every day life because French people don’t speak English. So I studied French in Paris. In this writing, I am going to compare the experience of French learning and the experience of English learning during my middle school boyhood.
The French class consisted of pronunciation, word, grammar, functional uses, and discourse. My English class was similar to the French class in those learning areas, but the teaching method was different. The English learning was a traditional class using Grammar-Translation Method while the French learning was a modern class using Direct Method, in which classroom instruction is conducted in second language only and grammar is taught inductively. 
The French class used methods of dialogue, pattern drill, word-puzzle, guessing game, role playing, story telling while the English class used methods of explanation, pattern drill, filling parentheses. The students of the French class were ten adults including Spaniard, American, German, Korean, and Japan. The students of my middle school English class were forty five Korean boys. The learning environment was different. In the French class, the students have more chances to speak than in English class. The French teacher corrected students’ pronunciation personally, but it was almost impossible in the English class. In the French class, the teacher used many audio and video props. The French teacher input slightly higher than students’ level and promoted our capacity in learning process. In my case, the most effective teaching way was making us say a sentence quickly using learned grammar patterns.
Adults have characteristics different from boys or little girls such as autonomous and self directed, resorting to their life experiences, goal oriented, relevance oriented, and like to be respected. The students in my French class studied much harder than my middle school friends. They also have good background of similar language, i.e. English or European languages. Their learning speed was very fast. Especially, Spanish students learn French most fast because Spanish and French originate from the same language Latin. My learning French speed was also much faster than that of learning English.
The teacher types were also different. There are three types of teachers; explainer, involver, enabler. The English teacher was just explainer while the French teacher (her name was Sylvie) was involver. The French teacher participated in games, communicated clearly, gave positive feedback to students, used humors and enthusiastic gestures. However, she was short of being an enabler. I think that she lacked characteristics of an enabler such as guider, counselor, and source of information. Particularly, she seemed to lack understanding of other linguistic culture. For instance, there is no concept of articles and gender in Korean language. In contrast, there is a strict distinction of gender in French. For example, indefinite article for male is ‘un’ while that for female is ‘une’. It was very difficult for me to remember the gender of each noun. So I disregarded the distinction of gender when I don’t know the gender exactly. She didn’t understand me and demanded me to stop saying if I kept disregarding gender. It resulted in discouraging me. I think she lacked empathy
, which means being able to see things from other people’s perspective. 
Anyway, I studied French very hard. I listened to French audio tapes while I drove my car. A few months later after learning French I started to watch French TV. I sometimes taught French to my wife and daughter who were also learning French. Teaching or mentoring others is a very good way
 to learn second language. I began to speak French in everyday life six months after learning French. When I look back, the French class was very successful to me. I believe the Natural Order Hypothesis. According to the hypothesis, second language is learned by sequencing steps; pre-production, early production, speech emergence, and intermediate fluency. I think that the process of my learning French was similar to those steps.  (680 words)

� Empathy is one of Characteristics of effective teachers. The other effective characteristics include knowledge on the subject matter, communicating clearly, positive feedback, listening well, authenticity, enthusiasm, sense of humor, respect, etc.


� The order of average retention rate for various teaching techniques are the following: teaching/mentoring others, experiential learning, discussion, live demonstration, audio-visual, reading, lecture. 
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