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1. Introduction 
Learning other language is a wonderful experience that expands user’s knowledge and skills for other cultures. As the world becomes closer and closer, knowing worldwide using language is the necessities for new world navigation.
In this paper, we want to deal with what is the common problems and successful strategy through writer’s language learning journey. 

2. Literature Review
A. Key terminology

i. Explainer : one of the teacher’s types that relies mainly on ‘explaining’ or ‘lecturing’ as a way of conveying information to the students. (Scrivener, 2005:25) 

ii. Involver : one of the teacher’s type being explainer and familiar with teaching methodology(Scrivener, 2005:25)

iii. GTM(Grammar Translation Method) : This method was used for the purpose of helping students read and appreciate foreign language literature. It was called the Classical Method since it was first used in the teaching of classical languages, Latin and Greek(Chastain 1988)

iv. ALM(Audio-Lingual Method) : This method is also an oral-based approach like the Direct Method, however, ALM drills students in the use of grammatical sentence patterns(Lauren-Freeman, 2007:35). 
v. Traditional classroom : Characterized with more teacher centered, bigger sized of class, non-native speaker, more passive mood, more receptive(listening/reading). (Scrivener, 2005:17)

vi. Modern classroom : Characterized with more student centered, smaller sized of class, native speaker, more active and productive(speaking/writing). 
As the time goes away, the condition or characteristic of classroom have been changed from traditional to modern environment. We also investigate some adult learner’s feature to have better understand our matured students. (Scrivener, 2005:25, Times Media-student workbook, Ch. Language & Learning 2008, 5)
B. Government’s policy on English learning : 

i. The government had prioritized learning English at an early age, emphasizing interactive and situational English, developing more reliable tests to access practical language skills(Industry Canada, 2007:6)
3. Life Experience of Learning English

A. Middle school Experience
Back to late 80s, the writer had first exposure of English in the middle school. At that time most of students never studied English until they entered the middle school and the classroom was so called “the traditional classroom.” The writer remembered that there was a female teacher named Ms.Lee. She always brought the cassette player for playing native speaker’s recording to students. She was quite enthusiastic for teaching English. Thanks to her passion for English, most of students had interested in studying English. Every class she had vocabulary quiz, and dialogue writing test. For preparing her dialogue test, the writer had to memorize every sentence by order and practice some key structure. 
Sometimes she taught the students English songs. It seemed to all class enjoy their first English singing experience. Furthermore, she made the students stand up with role-playing conversation session one by one. At this activity, students used to feeling nervous because in other class they didn’t those kinds of job. 
Even she seemed never been to other country, she was a good Involver for studying English. She used GTM in the most of her class, trying to use other method like ALM. 
Therefore, she was a good teacher and her class could be evaluated as successful. 

B. High School Experience
Since the writer entered the high school, like other high school students, he was always under the stress being got to high score even in English. Studying English was no more exciting journey for him but another dreadful enemy to overcome. 
Neither songs, nor dialogue quiz but only grammar and translation. It was enough for losing the appetite for learning English. At that time, there was a male teacher whose name Mr. Kim. In the 2nd grade of high school, he became our new teacher. All students could know he just come out of the university. Because of his lack of teaching career and skill, sometimes he did mistake in front of students. Sometimes he brought very old and famous thick grammar book and tried to put it student’s brain. 
Even he tried to do his best, his class was not good and not to much helpful. He was more “Explainer” style of teacher and using more often “Grammar Translation Method” rather than any other method. . 
C. University Experience
After the writer entered university there was no more stress for passing the English exam. Instead of that, new professor brought to the English written major book. So the writer had to use English for the tool of studying major not for exam. 
However, the writer still had a difficulty for lack of terminology and grammar structure to understand the textbook. That time, nobody pushed to study but the students had to study by themselves to follow the professor’s lecture. It was totally “Grammar Translation Method”. It wasn’t English Class but major lecture that professor using text books like “Biochemistry”. It was so boring and sleepy time for whole class. 
Every time the professor called “Shin” pointed student on by one and let the student read and translated into Korean. Even he didn’t explain the grammar which used in that book, that class was so called “GTM” and also “Explainer”. 

D. Military Service Experience
In author’s life there was a turning point in English learning during 2-year military service. He had a good chance to stay together with US army in northern part of Korea. English was no more quiz, exam, translation the textbook but real life in the military. 
Everything changed. New roommates-the white or the black, even the Hispanic. From the physical training in the morning until went to bed, his ears always were exposed to total English speaking environment. To understand sergeant’s commands, to keep the safety in the field training, the author had to pay attention for what the other soldiers said in all time. 
To survive in English only speaking world, the author tried to study English as hard as possible. He started shadow speaking when the company command said something long, read the English Bible, journal, listened the English radio program etc. 
Through this time the author improved his English using ability. Not afraid of making mistake in speaking English is the most important thing he learned during the army service. English became no more things to study but the things to live life. 

4. Reflections on Language Learning Experiences 
In the author’s experience, if the students respect like or respect the English teacher then they are interested in studying English. If the teacher understands the student’s needs and approach with different method, the students will not lose their English learning mind. Teacher has very important role to acknowledge the student why they ought to study or learn English. If the student finds the realistic reasons for studying English, like studying abroad, special English using job, travel the world, the student will be a main actor instead of speculator. The teacher should be more “Involver” instead of “Explainer.”  

Conclusion
The writer spent almost 20 years and lots of energy including money to study English. Through his experience, he realized how important the learner knowing why he has to study or learn English. If the reason is clearer and stronger, the results will be much better. Teacher should understand all different kinds of methodology and student’s needs and level. Then the students will enjoy more class and learn better from the teacher and his class. 
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